PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH CHURCH HISTORY
Cover Slide




PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH CHURCH HISTORY

Old Testament

Psalms Were Used to Worship in the Temple
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Old Testament

Psalms Were Used to Worship in the Synagogues of Babylon
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Early Church

The Early Church Sang the Psalms Primarily

» Eusebius (260-339) records a charge
against Paul of Samosata, Bishop of
Antioch and a denier of the Trinity, that
“He bans all psalms to our Lord Jesus
Christ as if they were modern
compositions of modern writers.”

» 381 AD Council of Laodicea prohibited
the use of uninspired hymns and
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CHURCH HISTORY

PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH

Medieval Period

One of the First Printed Books was the Psalter
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Reforming the Church

The Reformation Divided



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/Luther46c.jpg

PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH CHURCH HISTORY

Post Reformation in England

Post Reformation Developments in England
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Post Reformation in England

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Comments from Watts concerning the singing of Psalms
as recorded in the preface to his Hymns (1707) ...

“Some of ‘em [Psalms] are almost opposite to the Spirit of
the Gospel; many of them foreign to the state of the New
Testament ... Thus by keeping too close to David in the
House of God, the Vail of Moses is thrown over our Hearts.
While we are kindling into divine love by the Meditations of
His Tender Mercies, within a few Verses some dreadful
Curse against men is proposed to our lips ... we break off
our Song in the midst, our Consciences are affrighted lest
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Forming America

First Printed Book in the New World was the Bay Psalter

Qbbb ok G
SO RGHROTERIRES
THE

I %
. VVHOLE 3&

! e

¢X% BOOKE OEPSALMES §
k. Faishfully 349
L - TRANSLATED iste ENGLISH fé{.-
: AHetre. -2

o et

o
! % Whereunto is prefixed 2 difcoutfe de - T:i,;.; :
’.ﬁ‘ claring notonly the lawfullnes, but aifo ¢ JU
the neceffity of the heavenly Ordinance qg:’.
-1 offinging Scripture Plalmes in P8
i the Churches of quéfg
God.

Hiwr ¢ ¥ .  ;
oI Coll. 111 rp'jtl',g
NGV Let the word of God dwell plentoonfly in

R 4 i ,
i you, inall wifdome, teacking and exbove- ‘;%,

];d s ing ewc another in Pfulmes, Himnes,and o
SO [uritwall Songs, finging tethe Lord with q

W i
. zf“' N Jour CArES, ® ’:
i, by

qﬁ Tamses . o
B Jf any beafflicted, lrt bim pray amdif 'jk-t
o

T;.Sh ey bemerry les birs fing plalmes,
Yy

-5 e |
3 ] Fafle
‘ﬁﬁé“l‘ Imprinted ,r;ﬂ‘q
!’: 1640 .

L'
Uaila o o T e
AT D KON W (TN L
PG TR TR TN,

it



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/08/MayflowerHarbor.jpg

PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH CHURCH HISTORY

American Presbyterianism

American Presbyterianism
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Today’s Church

Psalmody in America Today

* Presbyterian Church in the USA (mostly Hymns)

e Christian Reformed Church (mostly Hymns)

» United Presbyterian Church (now united with the PCUSA, mostly Hymns)
e Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (mostly Hymns)

* Presbyterian Church in America (mostly Hymns)

* United Reformed Church (predominate Psalmody)

» Protestant Reformed Church (exclusive Psalmody)
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Christ and the Psalms

The Psalms Speak of Christ
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Let’s sing ...

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray.

Is any merry? let him sing psalms.
James 5:13
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Let’s sing ...

Psalm 1:1-6, Tune: French (CM, E-flat)

THAT man hath perfect blessedness

FRENCH. (C.M.)

who walketh not astray

Melody lrom Svurtish Psalter, 1613

In counsel of ungodly men,

nor stands in sinners’ way,

Nor sitteth in the scorner’s chair:

2. But placeth his delight
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Let’s sing ...

Psalm 128:1-6, Tune: Tiverton (CM, F)

BLESSE'D is each one that fears the Lord

and walketh in his ways;

2. For of thy labour thou shalt eat,

and happy be always.

3. Thy wife shall as a fruitful vine

by thy house’ sides be found:
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Let’s sing ...

Psalm 19:7-14, Tune: Crediton (CM, G)

7. God’s law is perfect, and converts

— ) —

the soul in sin that lies:

CREDITON. (C.M.)

Melody by THOMAS CLARK. 1775.1859.

God'’s testimony is most sure,

and makes the simple wise.

8. The statutes of the Lord are right,

and do rejoice the heart:




PSALM SINGING IN THE CHURCH CHURCH HISTORY

Let’s sing ...

Psalm 72:1-8, Tune: Effingham (CM, F)

O LORD, thy judgments give the king,

BFINGHAM. (CM.) ot vom st o his son thy righteousness.
Lﬂ..;n — ===rc=c=c——c= }”;_H 2. With right he shall thy people judge,
’ Frr {? ﬁ_ thy poor with uprightness.

Fl &j ]i lif '11;‘1 3. The lofty mountains shall bring forth
H P F:ﬁ unto the people peace;
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Let’s sing ...

Psalm 48:1-10, Tune: Westminster (CM, E)

GREAT is the Lord, and greatly he

WESTMINSTER. (C.M.) JAMES TURLE. 180252 |S tO be QI’aIS-Ed Stl”,
Within the city of our God,

L]
- &

upon his holy hill.

2. Mount Sion stands most beautiful,

the joy of all the land;
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Let’s sing ...
Psalm 27:1-6, Tune: Jackson (CM, A)
THE Lord’s my light and saving health,

JACKSON. (€M) Melody by THOMAS JACKSON. 1715:3 who shall make me dismay’'d?

My life’s strength is the Lord, of whom

then shall | be afraid?

2. When as mine enemies and foes,

most wicked persons all,
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Let’s sing ...

How is it then, brethren? when ye come together,
every one of you hath a psalm,
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation,

hath an interpretation.

Let all things be done unto edifying.
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